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May 30: Singing for life Blood Drive (plus all the  

             convention stuff, etc…) 
    Director’s Notes        

 SHOW TIME 2010… 

The Ladies of Broadway! 
 
Many of our show patrons, family members 
and friends alike have asked- “How will you 
guys top the 2009 Sarasota Spring Show”? 
Well once again, Coacher Don has put together 
a blockbuster show repertoire guaranteed to 
bring the audience our of their seats and onto 
their “feets”. What better way to do so than 
with The Ladies of Broadway? Because so 
many of our members enjoyed reading about 
the background of the songs we are perform-
ing, we have agreed to provide the “back 
story” on the 2010 selections. Hope you enjoy. 
 
The Merchant of Yonkers 
 
Author, Michael Stewart, wrote a very impor-
tant book based on Thornton Wilder’s 1938 
farce The Merchant of Yonkers. The plot origi-
nated in an 1842 play written by Austrian Jo-
hann Nestroy titled He Wants to Go Off On a 
Spree which was itself based on an 1835 Eng-
lish play, A Day Well Spent. WOW! We’ve trav-
eled a long road already to get this story, so 
stay with it. The Merchant of Yonkers turned 
out to be a flop but fear not. In 1955 it was re-
vised by expanding the lead role of Dolly Galla-
gher Levi, adapted into a play and renamed 
The Matchmaker starring Ruth Gordon. The 
Matchmaker became a big hit and was subse-
quently made into a 1958 film of the same 
name starring Shirley Booth. 
 
The story is a good one. It was the turn of the 
20th century, and all of New York City is ex-
cited because widowed but brassy Dolly Galla-
gher Levi is in town. Dolly makes a living 
through what she calls “meddling”, matchmak-
ing and numerous sidelines, 
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including dance instruction and mandolin les-
sons. She is currently seeking a wife for 
grumpy Horace Vandergelder, the well-known 
half-a-millionaire, but it becomes clear that 
Dolly intends to marry Horace herself. Vander-
gelder spontaneously repeats a notable saying 
“Money is like manure, It’s not worth a thing 
unless it’s spread about, encouraging young 
things to grow”. He tells Dolly life would be dull 
without her, and she promises that she’ll  
“never go away again” - hence the musical re-
prise. 
 
In 1964, using The Matchmaker as creative 
background, Jerry Herman developed a musi-
cal which was then adapted by the famous pro-
ducer David Merrick as he created the Broad-
way blockbuster...Hello Dolly! 
 
Although the part of Dolly Levi in the musical 
was originally written for Ethel Merman, she 
turned it down, as did Mary Martin (although 
each would later play it). Merrick then consid-
ered Nancy Walker, but eventually Carol Chan-
ning was hired, giving her the opportunity to 
create her most memorable role. The musical 
contained such notable tunes as Before the Pa-
rade Passes By, So Long Dearie, Put On Your 
Sunday Clothes and of course the title song 
which we will perform– Hello Dolly! 
 
We proudly introduce a robust musical ar-
rangement of the Broadway classic, and know 
you will enjoy singing this show stopper every 
time we perform it. This promises to raise a 
smile in addition to raising the roof so ...Dolly 
will never go away again!!!! 
 

Your  Directing Team,   

Coacher and GGG 

 




